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!■ fid£>c&’* f?» f [ from diffidef Diftrufl ; want of confix 
deuce j timidity. 

No man almoft thought himfdf fecure, and men durft fcarce 
commune or talk one with another ; but there was a general 
diffidence every where. Baton's Henry VII. 

You have brought feandal 
To Ifraelj diffidence ot Cjod, and doubt 
In feeble hearts, pro pen fe enough before 
To waver. ‘ MItm's Agmiffis. 

It the evidence of its being, or that this is its true fenfe, 
he only on probable proofs, our alien t can reach no higher 
than an aflurance or diffidence, arifmg from the more «Hcfs 
apparent probability of the proofs. Locke* 

Be filent always, when you doubt your fenfe ; 

And fpeak, though fine, with feeming diffidence. Pope. 

W hatfoever atbdfti think on, or whaiibever they look on, all 
do adm miller fo me reafons for fufpicion and diffidence, leaft 
poffibly they may be in the wrong; and then it is a fearful 
thing to lull into the hands cal' the living Ood Pent ley's & ernu 

ID i f fid ENT, adj* [from dl fide, 1 Not confident; not certain; 
diftruftful. 

I am not fb confident of my own fufficiency as not willing- 
ly to admit the counfel of others ; but yet I am not fo diffident 
ot myfelfj as brutifhly to fubmit to any man's dictator K. Charles* 

Be not diffident 

Of wifdom; fhc defens thee not, if thou 
Dlfinlfs not her, when moll thou ueed'il her nigh, Milton* 
I was realty fo diffident of it, as to let it lie by me thefe two 
years, juft as you now fee it Pope. 

Pliny fpeaks at the Seres, the fame people with the Chinefe, 
as being very fliy and diffident in their manner of dealing. 

Arbuthnot. 

^ Diftrefs makes the humble heart diffident. CLiriffa. 

J o DIFt i'N D. v a . ijlffindo^ Latin.] To cleave in two ; 
to fplit. ^ ‘ D/tf. 

Diffusion, n.f [dffiffia, Latin,] The act of cleaving or 
fpHtting, Jji£l* 

DiFFLA Tioic. n* f, [JffiarCt Latin.] The aft of fcattering 
with a falaft of wind, Dili, 

D i V f l u £K c £, ) 7 u /. [ \ rom dffitw 7 Latin*] The quality of 

DiVfluencv* $ falling away on all l ides j the cftlft of fluidi- 


ty ; the contrary to confifteney. 

Ice is water congealed by the frigidity of the air, whereby 
it acquireth no new form ; but rather a confi (fence or deter- 
ruination of its diffimney^ and omkteth not its efienee, but 
condition of fluidity. Prawn's Vulgar Erraurs^ l. in c i* 

D i F flue K T . ad ; . \dffiums, Lat i n* ] Flow mg every way ; 
not confiflcnt ; not fixed. 

DFFFORM. adj. [ fro m forma, Latin*] Contrary to uniform ; 
having parts of different ffruclurc ; diifimilar; unlike; irre- 
gular ; as a dffiorm flower, one of which the leaves are unlike 
each oilier. 

T he unequal refractions of dffiorm rays proceed not from 
any contingent irregularities ; fuch as are veins, an uneven 
polifh, or fomritous pufition of the pores of glafs. Newton. 

D J F fc/r m itv, n, J \ from dffiorm . ] Dive rfitv of form ; i rre- 
gu lari ty ; d i (fi mili t ude. 

While they murmur sgairift the prefent difpofure of things, 
they reft not in their eftablifhed natures; but deft re in them a 
differ mi ty from th' priniillve rule, and the idea of that mind, 
that formed all things beft. i runs Bnlgar Err cur I k i. n, 

DiFFRA Y ciirFExn N'T, n.f* [Jrancbijty French*] The aft of 
taking away the privileges of a c : ty. 

To DIFFU SE* v, a. ffiffiuju^ Latin* ] 

l . To pour out upon a plane, fo that the liquor may run every 
way. 

When thefe waters began to rife at firft, long before they 
could fwdl to the height of the mountains, they would d'ffiufe 
thcmfelvea every way . Burmf s Theory ef the Earth* 

2 * To fpread ; tofeatter; to rtifperfc. 

Wifdom had ordain’d 
Good out of evil to create ; inftead 
Of fpirits malign, a better race to bring 
Into their vacant room, and thence dffiufe 
His good to worlds, and ages, infinite. Milton $ Par Loft* 
No left wants iu apoflles to propagate and dffiufe it* 

Decay of Piety. 

A chief renowned in war. 

Whole race (bail 3 tear aloft the Latin n name, 

And through the conquer'd world dffiufe our fame, Dry den. 

His eyes diffus'd a venerable grace, 

And charity itfelf was in his face. DrydeBs Good Par fin* 

Diffuse* adj* [dffitfus^ Latin*] 

1 . Scattered ; widely fpread* 

2 . Copious; not coodfe. 

Djffl 'sld, participial adj, [from dffiufe ] This word Teems 
to have fignified, in Shakfpeares time, the fame as wild, un- 
couth, irregular. 

Lei them from forth a fawpit rufli at once. 

With fome diffufed fong. Shake f Mary H ives of IVindf or. 

He grows like favages* 
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To fvvearing and fkm looks, diffus'd attire, 

And every thing that Teems unnatural. Shakff v 
Diffusedlv. [from dffufid.] Widely 


’ffuj'cd . j The flste of be 


Clflo 


with 

to 

ours. 


* * 
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in HiUnncr of tuat which is fpread every wa 
Diffu^ednes^ nffi. ffrom diffufed A Ti 
diitufed; difperfion. 

DiFFUsiiLy. adv. [from diffujc.\ 

i . W idcly ; extenfivdy. 

?. Copioufly j not toncifely. 

Dirt u'siow. ». f [from dffuft] 

1. L)i ijiti lion ; the Uate of being IcattCred every 

Wlttrcas aL bodies act either by the comrmniicai^ „ (t f ,i, ■ 
natuies, or by the im;uefl:oiis and fignarurcs of their m ii>. ^ 
the diffufton ot Cpecies viable fesmeth to paitieipjte nw r ! u r 
the former operation, and the fpecics audible ol the latter 

Bacon’s Natural Kt/kry, N* s>L 
A fhect of v Vy well flecked marbled paper did not d 
tnlfmc' colours upon the wall, nor throw its light with 
eijuai i hut i hi w its beams, uniiained . nd brt -hr 

this arm tuat p. rt <ii the wad Boyle on Id 

?., Copioufnefs ; exuht reiijcc oi ililc. 

Diffu sive ti dj. [ from dffiufe J 

j* Having the quality < i La tuning any thing every way. 
Dffiujhi of thcmJelves, tvherc-e’er they pafs 
i ]Bhey make that v/armth in others thev expeft: 

I heir valour workf bke bodies on a s-jafi, 

% And does its imag^: their men profit Dryd fn. 1 

2. Scattered; difperfed ; having the quality of itifknn* d\L 

fufion* ^ £= 

K T o rrian is of fo general and d'ffifhe a luft as to profecute 
his amours all the world over. ^ ' South's Sermons* 

I he ilau:, no longer overbid with weight, 

Exert their heads from underneath the niafs, 

And upward fhoot and kindle as they pafs, 

And with dffiujive light adorn their heavYly place. Dryfo** 
Cherifli J d wiili hope, and fed with joy h grows; 

Its cheerful buds thdr operfiog bloom difclofe, 

And round the happy foil affifve odour flows. Prior, 

3. Extended ; in full extenfiom 

They are not agreed among themfclves’ where Infallibility 
| s fixated ; whether in the pope alone, or a council alone, or 
in both together, or in the dffiuftvc body of Chriftians. Tilktj. 
D 1 1 i u sively* adv. [ \ rom dijjtftve , ] YY idely ; extenfl vely ; 
every way 

Diffu'sivek ess. n.f [from dffiffive.] 

1. Extcnfion ; difperfion; the power of diffufing: the flate of 
being diffufed. 

2. Want of concifenefs j large compafs of ^cprelfion. 

T be fault that I find with a modem legend is its If 
fuftvenef ; you have fome times die whole fide of a medal over- 
run with it. Addtjon on Ancient Medals. 

To DIG. v. a. prefer, dug, or digged*, part, pa ill dug, or digged. 

[ tic, Saxon, a ditch, dygcr y Datiifh, to dig.] 
i* To pierce w\ih a fpadc. 

( hen laid he unto me, Son of man, dig now in the wall; 
and when 1 had digged in the wall, I beheld a door. Ezck. viiL H. 

2. To iorm hy digging. 

Seek with heart and mouth to build up the walks of Jem- 
. fa] cm, which ^ou have broken down ; end to fill up the mines 
that you have digged by craft and fubtkty, to overthrow the 
fame. " If fit gift. 

He built towers in the defert, and digged many wdi ; lor 
lie had much cattle. 2 Chn, xxvi ic* 

3. 'J o cultivate the ground by turning it with a fpade. 

The walls of your garden, witi.out their furniuire, lock as 
ill as thofe of yourhoufe; fo that you cannot dtg tip 
garden too often* * Tmffi. 

Be firfl to dig the ground, be firft to burn 
T he branches I opt, Drydcns Pirg* Georg, t'» 

4« To pierce with a fliarp point. 

A ravfiious vulture iri Ifis open'd fide. 

Her crooked beak and cruel talons try’d ; 

Still for the growing liver digged his hreaft, 

The growing liver ft ill fupply'd the feaih Drydcn s /E?t* 
5- To gain by digging. \ , , 

It is digged out of even the higheft mountains- anti t no cod 
all other parrs of the earth contingently and indifitrendy ; f 
the pv rites* l* codeword* 

Nor was the ground alone reqvir’J to bear 
Her annual income to the crooked fbare ; 

But greedy mortals, rummaging her ftore, . r 

Diggd from her entrails firft the precious ore. Dryd Qvf* 
To DiC* v.a. To work with a fpade; to work in making 

holes, or turning the ground. 

They long for death, but It cometh not ; and dlgj ° r it 

more than far hid treafures* Jf e & 2 [‘ 

They have often dug into lands that are tkTcnbed ia ^ 
authors, as the places where fuch particular frames or f ^ 
liflcs flood, and have fcldom failed of iucccfs in dheir purfuits. 

Jiiforis travels. 

To Dig up. v. a. Do throw up that which is covered with caJi f , 
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If I diggd up thy forefather's grav 
And hung their rotten colhus up in chains, 

It would not flake mine ire. Shak* H V I. 

DFoerent. adji [digerens, Latin.] 7 hat which has the power 
of digefting, or caufing digeftion. D/^ 7 . 

Digest* n. f [dlgc/Ia^ Latin.] fhe pandeft of the civil laYVj 
containing the opinions of the ancient lawj ers* 

I had a purpofe to make a particular digffi or recompile* 
mentof the laws of mine own nation. Bacon* 

Laws in the digeji fliew that the Romans applied them- 
felves to trade. Arbuthnot on Goins. 

To DIGEST'* v. a. [digero, digefum, Latin.] 

i * To diftribute into various clafies or repofitories ; to range or 
difpofe methodically. 

2. To concodt in the ftomach, fo as that the various particles of 
food may be applied to their proper ufe* 

If little faults, proceeding on diftemper. 

Shall not be wink’d at, how r fliall w'eftretch our eye. 

When capital crimes, chew’d, I wallow'd, an ddigffid. 
Appear. Shakefpeare $ Henry V. 

Each then has organs fo digeji his food ; 

One to beget, and one receive the brood. Prior. 

3- To foften by heat, as In a boiler, or in a dunghtl : a che- 
mical term* 

4. To range methodically in the mind; to apply knowledge by 
meditation to its proper u/e. 

A few chofen friernE, who fome times deign 
To blefs my h unible roof, with fenfe refin'd. 

Lea ruing dig fled well, 1 hotnfin s f flniay L 550. 

5* ^ ° reduce to any plan, feheme, or method. 

Our play 

Leaps o’er the vaunt and firftlingsof thofe broils, 

’Ginning V tifi middle: ftarting thence away. 

To what may be di gifted in a play. Shakef Y roll mciCrefjid* 

C. To receive without bathing or repugnance ; not to reiedt. 

Firft, I ct us go to dinner* 

* — Nay, Jet me praife you while 1 have a ftomach- 
— -No, pray tliec, let it ferve for table talk ; 

Then howfoe'er thou I peal: T, niong other things 
I Ihall digeji it. Shalefpeard s Merchant oF Vance, 

The pleafanee of numbers, that rudenefs and barbariftn 
might the better tafie and digeji the Idiom of civility. Pmcham* 

y. To receive and enjoy. 

Cornwal and Albany, 

With my two daughters dowers, disc ft the third. Shakefp. 

5. [In chirurgery. ] Fo difpofe a wound; to generate pus in 
order to a cure; . 

To Digest, v. n r 7 ^o generate matter as a wound, and tend 
to a cure. 

Dige ster, n.f [ from dlge/l , ] 

1. He that digefts or concofts his food. 

People that are bilious and fat, rather than lean, are great 
eaters and ill dlgjlers. Arbteihmt on Coins * 

2 . A ftrong vc He l or engine, contrived by M. Papin, wherein to 

boil, with a very ftrong heat, any bony fubftances, fo as to 
reduce them into a fluid flate* ghdkcy. 

3. T hat which caufes or ftrengthens the concoftive power^ 

Rice is of excellent the for all illncilcs ol the llomach, a 
great reft ore r oF health, and a great digeji cm Temple . 

Digestible, adj [from dig* ft. ] That which is capable of 
being digefted or concocted in the ftomat h. 

I hole medicines that purge by ftoo! enter not into the 
me footer y veins ■ but are, at the fiifl, not digtjtibk by die fto* 
ni.^cl], and therefore move immediately downwards to the 

T , Paeons Natural Hiftory, N 4 r 

Di ce s r 1 0 tc . n f [ i Vom dlgefl, ] 

1* I he act oi digefli.ig or conceding food in the flomach. 
Now good digeji ion wait on appetite. 

Ami henkh on both. ^ Shakefpearc* s Macbeth . 

Dfgc/hm;]'^ a fermcrUati>>n begun, beeaufe there are all the 
requilites oi fuch a fermentation ; heat, air, and motion : but 
it not a complete ier mentation, becau fe that requires a 
gmutei time than the con ti nuance of the aliment in the fto- 
ma c h : vegetable putrefaftion refemblcs very much animal 

^ '^/V * . . Arhuthnot on Aliments. 

yjianruv 0! food cannot be determined by meafures and 
\yUght5, or any general Lefll an rules; hut muft vary with the 
Vigour or dec zy* A age or of health, and the nfe or difufe of 
f ,r Dr wish 'he changes of appetite; and then, 

b y wh f e fi er r I«ay fi^d or fuipeft of the prefent ftrenoth 
orweaknefsof dige diets. Temple, 

Evervm oriel to a Ltisfied hunger, is only a new labour to 

a tired diredion, ‘ / ^ n 

r TH 3 ^ , couth s dtrmotts. 

.. 1 nc piej>anition of matter by a chemical heat. 

iff conceive, indeed, that a perfect good concoflior!, or 
vgej.wn, or maturation of fhme metals, will produce gold. 

Baton’s Natural tlflery, N“, 


chymick rliancc the furnaces prt pare, 


3 2 7 


m 4 w m -m- ^ V ^ + »< fl ■ ■ - ^ O JJ | 

Kaife all the labour- boufes ol the air. 

And lay crude vapours in di -eflimt there* 

i-hc act oi methodifing; thematumtion 


, more. 
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The dig f! Ion of the counfels in Sweden 15 made in 
confifting of forty counLUors, who are generally the great eft 
men. Temple* 

4. The aft of difpofing a wound to generate matter. 

5. The difpofttion of a wound or fore to generate matter* 
Digestive, adj. [fro m digeji f 

t* Having uhc power to caufe dlgcflion, or to ftrengtberr the 
ftomaclh 

A chilifaftory menftruum, or a dig five prepatiaition, drawn 
from fpccics or individual, whole ftomachs peculiarly diilblve 
kpideous bodies. Brown's Vulgar Em ours, L. ii. c. 5* 

2. Capable by heat to (often and fuhdue. 

The earth and fun were in that very fame ftate ; die one 
aftivc, piercing, and digt five by Its heat ; the other paifive* 
receptive, and Itored with materials tor Inch a produ£tion. 

Halls Origin of Alan kind. 

3, Confidcrating ; methodiflne. 

To bu fin eft, ripen'd hv dlgcftlvo though, t, 

This future rule is into method brought. Dry den. 

D 1 g E r sT r v E * n. f [fi rom dig ft, j An appi i ration which <i;f- 
pefes a wound to generate matter. 

I drdlcd it with dige iives. IPlfanan of Abjcffies* 

Digger, nfl [from dig j One that opens the ground with 
a fpade. 

When we v hired mines, wc have been told bv dif fers, that 
even \v';cn the fky feemed c!ca , there would fuddcniy arife 
i! fleam fo thick, that it Would put out their candles. Boyle. 
To Dicht v a. [bjhtan, to prepare, to regulate, Faxon, j 
T o drcll ; to deck ; to bedeck; to cmbellifh ; to adorn* 

Cn his head his dreadful hat h ts light* 

Which maketh Jum invifibk to fight. Blubber!* s Tala* 

Let my due feet never fail 
To walk the ftudious cloifters pale. 

And love the higli embowed roof. 

With antick pillar mailV proof. 

And floried windows richly dlght. 

Calling a dim religious light. Ad titan* 

Tuft fo the proud in biting lafs 
Array'd and lighted Hudibras* I Ed l hr as, p.\. cant. 3. 

Dx^git* n. f [digitus^ Latin,] 

1* I he meafme of length containing three fourths of an inch. 

If the inverted tube of mercury be but twenty -five digits 
high, or fomcwhpt more, the quickfilvcr will not fail, but 
remain fufpended in the tube, becaufe It cannot prefs the fub- 
jacent mercury with fo great a force as doth the incumbent 
cylinder of the air, reaching thence to the top of the atmo- 
fpherc* Boyle s Spring f th c Air • 

2* f lie twelfth part of the diameter of the fun or moon* 

3* Any of tiie numbers cx prefled by Angle figures; any number 
to ten. 

Not only the number feven and nine, from considerations 
abftrufe, have been extolled by moft, but all or mofi of othiir 
digits have been as myftiolly applauded. Brown's Fulg. Er routs* 
Di'citated. adj. [from digitus, Latin,] Branched out into 
divifions like fingeis ; as a digitated leaf is a leaf comp 0 fed of 
many final! leaves. 

For animals mukifidous, or fuch as are digitated^ or have 
fevcral divifions in tlieir h^et, there arc but two that are uni- 
parous ; that is, men and elephants* Bra wn $ Vulgar Err ours. 
D GL a oi a t i o w n. j. \digladwito^ Latin,] A combat with 
f words; any quarrel or conteft. 

Ariftotie %ms purpofely to intend the chcrifhtng of con- 
troverfial diglad i:cti;m 7 by his own afteftion of an intricate 
obfeurity. Glemi, Scof f c. 19* 

Di gnified adj, [from dignify.] Invefted with fomc dkniW: 
it is ufisd chicflv of the clergy. 

Abliots are filled dignfed cierks, as having fomc dignity in 

„ lhc chtjrc ^ Aylffids Par organ* 

Dig nifica'tion. n. f. [from dignify.] 

I gyaix that where a noble and ancient defeent and merit 
meet in any man, it is a double digrdf cation of that perfon. 

n* t " kt t r _ , t , B s Angle 1 , * 

1 i) D.GidlA . v, a. [from eh gnus and f.ici\ Latin.] 

1, To advance; to prefer ; to exalt, Ufcd chiefly of the clemv. 
2* io honour ; to adorn ; to give I u fire* 

Such a day. 

So fought, fo follow'd, and Fo fairly won y 

Came not till now to dignify tile times, 

tince Carter's fortunes ! " ShaNfpcarc't Henry IV. 

JNot t:iat wc think us worthy fuch a gueft, 

But your worth will dignify our feaft. Ben. JobnforN Ethr. 
No turbo's digmjy my boards ; 


pritTl 

If there be any dffitarff whofc preferments are pcr - 

, P* r f ? t0 thc ■ ccufatiM ‘ of Superfluity, they may 
he perlons or fuperior merit* ' \< -g 4 

Di gnity, n.f IjdigmkA*, Latin.] ^ 

I- Rank of elevation. 

Angels arc not any where fpoken fo highly of a3 our Lord 

and 







■ ■■ I 


I ■ m » mk 









